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e E CRIME AT BLOSSOMSB™
Mordaunt Sharp's semi-comedy-
matire-1hriller, proved (o be as  good
na the name scemeg, smehow, to im-
ply, save that the prospective theatre-
goer must be warned that Hiossoms
i# mot a favourite uunf house  In
Harlem, nr even a gamhbling house In
& London alley, but m very heautiful
eountry house in Surrey, The crime
has fortunsiely been committed before
the curtain has risen, so that we Ree
only the bicodstains, applied with a
pot of red paint. and the confessed
murderer la revealed atl the ond of
the play. with plenty of lurid, un-
nuthenticated detnll io eatisfy mor-
bld curiosity.

It is a semi-comedy becauso therc
are reall not  very man 3l
comedy lines in It, except those en-
gendered by one's own sense of the
ﬂdlnu:inuli nnrh il‘-"e“rh the uuful;! eut
very desply, w & one BT -
blance a thrill 14 repertory audi-
really look for that kind of
it the fare provided by the
r Repertory Theatre Boclaty)
oocure in tho last act when & dark,
iminister genileman, the murderer,
:WIIk: on to bring some sense of re-
|

ences
thin

sponaibility inte the minda of per-
[ feetly respeciable people.

In other words the play prescints
'lus with a puszle nr to why An or-

(ganlstion which could eelect. and pro- |

duce B0 well such 8 finéd plece as
Barrie’s  “Whnt Every Woman
Knows" n few weeln ago, ahould now
Eive us thia |1!n_!'. he firel . act
seems to take a long Ume really o
get on with the job in hand.

The eecond wet 18 hrighter and batter
Becauze we mrs actually sesin
thing kappen. The show at Blorsomas
Ig Im full pwing, Charabancs are ar-
tiving, People are paying their good
money tn mee the hioodataine (in red
painty, and buviag telice (bought by
the dozen al the village storel, and
| generally boheaving thomselves ga sell-
|'r.lp-0-t'tlnr ren 1o never do, The bhest
fhing in It is Valerie's magnificent re-
conflruction of the crime befors »
E}'pé‘lﬂthud mnd sensation mongering

ord. i

The third nci brings Ratribution and
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The third nci brings Ratribution and
Realisation of Wrong Done,  Valerie
weeps on. the shoulderd of her hushand
and hysierically demands thal no more
of the herd shall crosa the threshold
of thip tainted housshold,

It all sounds lka really good melo-
drama, which I Is. To say that the
play la not very well written may be
a migjudgment of the poaition, far last
night thers seemed 1o be a falr num-
ber af lines thet were never heard,
Awkward papses in which siage whis-
perz from the wings carvied frantic
meegages to players enshrouded In un-
comforiable silences, were far too fra-
fquent, Perhape some nf the best lnes
wrere loet mt thess paints

The easting gave apporiunities for
?U|!+ a aumbey of small pari jpeopls,

ndecd, many new faces mppeared.

some of them ohviously maoking thalr
first apprarvanaee in g magor production
af the socieiy.  The main rosponsis
hilitler, howevar, foll upnn three
E‘up]r. Mary Bulenck ar Valerie, Clem

hristengen, and  Nancy Fowles
wlfe, huwhand  nnd muaLid o
mpectively at  Blossoms, Mi=s Rul-
rFock did very pood wirk and rescued
the play from The abyves. Bul ahe haeid
1n dn s miich pesciie work Thal she
did npl Aave The time to da heprelf
full  puimt g It s difficult for any
|rlln}'rr o provides a smoath, polighed

prrformeanres when she s worrled as
toe whn will next be the virtim af ann

Lol those silences menfloned above Har
hest work was  undoubticdly  In the
necand met, when, regilly gowned, ahe
playrd the ahownnn with fine ApLrit.

THE RIGHT SOTE,

Clegt Chrimerrn gliuck the  pighi
wete of bright b responsibiliy om the
iy beginning, Hé gol movemsnl,
and The vight kind of movement, nin
i gidid depl of his work, except when
he crased heing bright o assume a
very  waorried  mien, A wroteled
memory, and W tendency al the hbe-
glomng oo apesk feo mmpitly and run
hin words together, and an inelinnton
T gag when in n Light copner, made
It heavy going for him throughom
The plees.  Wilh more experienre and
a conler hesd ho would have improved
hip perfoimance 1M per crnl. But rhe
central ddea of The parl was well
erAnUEgh coneelvned

Nancy Fowles, who s alwsve gond
in rharacter parts, gol everyvihing pos
sihle ottt of the part of the mnid
Her soner of comedy and of tirming »f
that romedy wan excellpnt In ths
host ol nlher emallec pacts thosd of
Mobert Knlly, who brodght miid some
warm eeclesinsticn] humianity ln the
Fev, Chatles Steen, wnd Wilkinm Wit
lams, who  germed  complotely o
change the wtmoppbere on Phe wlagi
A monn nn he o aprented, wioro the hesl
Donng  TFoppin, o, did some  good
win'le in the [t mel

Mirs Hurharn Sielry, whn FRARETR CITRr |
e pley Ranebled  the  omope P be
| ®mhidn af Phe peaduc s, The crawd seenp
I the pecanid acl, renlly well  THere
Wan A ennyine g osuimatiion e the
i||-|'-4'r|r|||-| LRI T T ponpld fo Valeria e
InpEe #liguent. spesch. wherpin - the
myeteiy nf the hindd-stamed poom e
| latd Bivew frws all toowpee

Fhe play will e rrprated this even
Ng-

AHT.
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